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To Parents: On Popping In 


By SCOTT HOCT2MAN 

The, Music Machine has recently 
been playing around Ihe Houston 
area. 1 caught, them in Galveston 
and at The Catacombs. 

I was very impressed, not only 
with their musical abilities, hut 
wilti them as' people. 

The more t talked to Scan Bonnl- 
wcll, the lead singer and guitarist, 
Ihe more I realized that this is also 
a group wilti some brains, I asked 
that Sean wrile down some of bis 
thoughts, tie look the time from 
his busy schedule. 

Read it. Better still, get your 
parents to read it. 

Dear Mommy and Daddy: 

"Pop” is a derivative from the 
word popular — meaning majority 
acceptance. 

Hence, if you do not like "pop”— 
you’re a bonaflde member-of a very 
real minority group. All minority 
groups struggle to better their posi¬ 
tion. In your case however, we’re' 
talking about, an art form that you 


cannot identify with, let alone un¬ 
derstand. Therefore your criticisms 
must have the foundations of ig¬ 
norance. 

Your sons and daughters are 
searching for their directions— 
they’re attempting to relate them¬ 
selves to Ihe adult world. Unfor¬ 
tunately there is very little room 
for us in tfslay’s contemporary 
pace. As a result we’re created our 
own pace, and “pop” music is our 
means of communication. Every¬ 
thing we feel Is in one way or an¬ 
other- condensed and/or exemplified 
through "pop.” 

We’re not advocating emotional 
involvement:- that belongs to the 
teen ager. We do not want you to 
accept our music on your level. But 
on ours. 

Arid don’t delude yourself irilo 
thinking we don’t know what's hap¬ 
pening. The war you sex and 
the world are continually being pa¬ 
raded before our eyes. Through 
Ihe news media, Ihe teen ager is 
better informed and thus very 
capable of a reasonable appraisal 
of the adult world. Not so with 
you however - you remain unin¬ 
formed in relative terms, of our 
motivations and straggles. 

By listening carefully-—an Insight 
into the teen age world is at least 


is possible. A better understand¬ 
ing- therefore a new level of com¬ 
munication is easily attainable. In¬ 
cidentally — in approximately five 
1o 10 years—a little more than 50 
per cent, of our population will be 
under 20 years of age. Is this not 
a force to be reckoned with? 

We don’t dig hypocrisy - you 
can’t leach us one thing in school 
and another at home. You can’t 
fudge on your income tax return 
and then shove fair play and dud- 
ley-do-right down our throats. 

Psychedelic music? An expres¬ 
sion of our confusion ■— yours as 
well. We weren't born with a pre¬ 
determined set of principles- - We 
were born into your double stand¬ 
ards. 

Psychedelic musical investiga¬ 
tions (the Beatles, "Sergeant” 
Peppers I/iricly Hearts Club band) 
are forms of searching—something 
is heller than nothing—and your 
concept of life contains too many 
inconsistencies for the young peo¬ 
ple of today. 

Wc have been told to malce a 
better world-—and that’s exactly 
what we’re up to. Our train is 
traveling non-stop to somewhere. 
So if you want, to have something 
to say about, “what the world is 
coming to”—buy a ticket to “pop.” 



SKAN BONNIWEIX 
Of the Machine 


Teen agers 
help. But wi 
pushed there, 
general dire 
have to do 
we're at. 


want and need your 
: don’t want to be 
Simply point in the 
: t i o n. Now all you 
is discover whore 


To McCartney: 

On Freaking Out 


nowsounds calendar 


About that statement concerning your 
use of LSD: I think it's time you learned 
a new word—Responsibility. 

I realize that Responsibility Jo what you 
and the rent of your generation think 
your parent* haven't exercised enpugh of. 

Parent figure* don’t carry much weight 
with anyone under Zl, even when they 
have something worthwhile to Hay. How¬ 
ever, you an a deml-god, not only are the 
word and the light, hut where you lend, 
the would l»e hip, the It’Hrall-rlghtdf-he- 
doen-lt, may very well follow. 

And that, my talented young jpriond, Is 
where Responsibility corine* In. You reach 
more young people every time you sneeze 
than Alexander the Great had under his 
domination when he wept because there 
were no more worlds to conquer. And 
that Is Responsibility. 

Paul, knock off that seuzz about what 
LSD has done for you and your creative 


impulse. Consider for a moment what 
heights you might have reached if you 
weren’t blunted and blurred by ari un¬ 
predictable and sometimes one way ticket 
to mental incapacity. 

How (tui you, a layman, advise the tiHe 
of a drug that the most knowledgeable 
scientists cannot fully evaluate? 

Will you be there when a kid grabs a 
bum trip? 

I’ve heard the word “genius” used Iri 
connection with your abilities. A genius 
doesn't need anything but his mind, arid 
he needs that Intact and unimpaired. 

You’ve depressed me. You may have 
really strung out some kids who are not 
quite cool enough to look before they 
freak. 

What about die kids who will never 
make It back from the promised land you 
promised. Will you sleep soundly tonight, 
Mr McCartney, with your mind In a Jar 
by the door?- 8COTT HOf/r/MAN. 


MONDAY 

American Blues and Starvation 
Army Band I^ove Street Light 
Circus Feel Good Machine 

TUESDAY 

The Itebellers Conroe Ball Room 

fever tree — A n g 1 e t o n Fair 
Grounds 

American Blues and Starvation 
Army Band Ix>ve Street Light 
Circus Feel Good Machine 
WEDNESDAY 

Neal Ford and The Fanatics King 
Edward Hold, Beaumont 

A-440 and American Blues Love 
Street Light Circus Feel Good 
Machine 

THURSDAY 

fever tree and The Moving Side¬ 
walks Grand Opening, Tele¬ 
phone Road Drive-In Theatre 

fever tree and Starvation Army— 
10 BM-2 AM, Love Street Light 
Circus Feel Good Machine 
FRIDAY 

New Time Rhythm and Blues Band 

Saint Vincent’s Gym 


Neal Ford and The Fanatics — 
Knights of Columbus Hall, Bryan 
Moving Sidewalks and The Magic 
Ring—The Vault, Pasadena 
fever tree Kirwin High School, 
Galveston 

American Blues and Starvation 
Army Band Love Street Light 
Circus Feel Good Machine 

SATURDAY 

The Rebeliers Insight Au Go Go, 
12H2f> Beaumont Highway 90 
The Dimensions Cleveland Teen 
Hall 

Neal Ford and The Fanatics 'ITie 
Dungeon, Spring 

Moving Sidewalks — Bellaire City 
Gym 

American Blues and Starvation 
Army Band Love Street Light 
Circus Feel Good Machine 

The nowsounds calendar tells all 
it hears about where the top teen 
music, groups are playing. Send the 
details — time, date and place to 
nowsounds calendar. Modem Liv¬ 
ing, Thjp Houston Post, Houston, 
Texas 77(H) 1. 
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